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THE PERMANENT RESIDENT CARD 


e Immigration an 


Citizenship and 

Immigration Canada (CIC) 

administers the 

Immigration and Refugee 

Protection Act and the 

Citizenship Act. Our 

mission is to build a 

stronger Canada by 

© maximizing the benefits 
from the global 
movement of people; 

* protecting refugees at 
home and abroad: 

¢ defining membership in 
Canadian society; and 

®@ managing access to 
Canada. 


Immigration Canada 


Citoyenneté et 
Immigration Canada 


SNAPSHOT 

As part of the Immigration and Refugee 
Protection Act and its associated 
regulations, a new status document has 
been created for permanent residents. 
This new document — the Permanent 
Resident Card — provides holders with 
secure proof of their permanent resident 
status when re-entering Canada on 
commercial carriers (plane, train, boat 
and bus) while, at the same time, helping 
CIC meet its commitment to manage 
access to Canada. The Card will help to 
ensure that Canada has the tools it needs 
to protect against the fraudulent use of 
its immigration documents. 


BACKGROUND 

The Permanent Resident Card confirms 
the permanent resident status of the 
cardholder and replaces the paper 

IMM 1000 Record of Landing form for 
travel purposes. It is a convenient, safe 
and durable document with many state- 
of-the-art features that make it highly 
resistant to alteration or duplication. It 
will be required to be shown to confirm 
permanent resident status when 
boarding a commercial carrier bound for 
Canada after December 31, 2003. 


Pi inhirarions 


legal information, consult 


Act and its Regulations. 


efugee Protection Act 


The Card protects the privacy of the 
cardholder better than the IMM 1000 
form it replaces. Only non-secure 
information is printed on the card (name, 
nationality, date of birth, gender, eye 
colour, height, place of landing, 
immigrant category and client ID 
number). Personal information from the 
Record of Landing document is encoded 
on the optical stripe and is accessible 
only by authorized officials. 


FEATURES OF THE PERMANENT 
RESIDENT CARD 

The Permanent Resident Card is a wallet- 
sized plastic card containing all the infor- 
mation currently found on the IMM 1000 
paper document as well as a laser- 
engraved photograph and signature and 
descriptive information on the cardholder 
(height, eye colour and gender). The 
main difference between the existing 
document and the new Card is the 
multiple security features incorporated 
into the Card. These security features 
protect the personal information of the 
cardholder and make the card highly 
resistant to alteration or fraudulent 
duplication. 


Canada 


This is not a legal document. For 


the 


Immigration and Refugee Protection 
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efugee Protection Act 


e immlgration an 


Protection of personal information: 


Only non-secure information is printed on the 
card (name, nationality, date of birth, gender, 
eye colour, height, place of landing, immigrant 
category and client ID number). 


Personal information from the Confirmation of 
Permanent Residence document (which the 
cardholder will have a copy of) is digitally 
encoded on the optical stripe and is accessible 
only by authorized officials (such as 
Immigration officers). 


Protection against fraud: 


laser-engraved photograph and signature 
(tamper-resistant as the images are burned into 
the card); 


optically variable ink (changes colour as the 
Card is tilted); 


micro-text printing; 
tactile lettering and images; 
ultraviolet images; and 


Kinegram™ (an optically variable design that 
reveals different images as the card is rotated). 


INTRODUCTION OF THE PERMANENT 
RESIDENT CARD 

The Card was issued first to newly arriving 
immigrants on June 28, 2002, as part of the 
immigration process. The information and 
photograph on the individual's Confirmation of 
Permanent Residence document will be confirmed 
by a CIC official upon a permanent resident’s 
arrival in Canada. Once verified, a Card is 
manufactured and sent to the new permanent 
resident in the mail. 


Existing permanent residents can apply for 

the Card now. Application kits are available 

by calling the Permanent Resident Card Call Centre 
(1 800 255-4541) or visiting the CIC Web site. All 
applications for the Permanent Resident Card must 
be made from within Canada. Permanent residents 
must pick up their Card in person at a local CIC 
office once it has been manufactured. 


VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT WWW.CIC.GC.CA 


© Minister of Public Works and Government Services 
Canada, 2003 

Cat. No.: Ci51-111/2003-22 
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